Superzoom lenses

Nothing beats a superzoom for sheer

Matthew Richards

versatility. Matthew Richards puts these

portable, do-it-all lenses to the test

Technical contributor




obody really enjoys changing lenses

on D-SLRs. Apart from the chore of

carrying extra lenses and swapping
them over, there's the risk of your camera
ingesting dust in the process. This inevitably
winds up on the sensor. giving you dots
before the eyes when viewing your pictures.

As aresult of their sheer versatility and

practicality, superzoom lenses have grown
in popularity, offering everything from
wide-angle to lengthy telephoto capabilities

in one convenient package. Infact, this breed
of lens has now become so popular that
there are no less than eight modeis available
to fit Canon cameras with smaller than
full-frame sensors. Unlike our last test (in
issue 19). we've included every superzoom
lens on the market that's specifically made
for cameras such as the 1000D, 450D,
500D, 50D and 7D. While the zoom range is
rather more ‘super’ on some lenses than
others, all of them offer an equivalent 29mm

focallength at the wide-angle end and at
least 200mm at the telephoto extremity.
delivering a generous 7x zoom range.
Some go much further, with a monstrous -
zoom range of up to 15x and also feature
image stabilisation, which makes sharp
results much easier to achieve — especially
at longer telephoto settings. Prices vary
considerably too, starting at £160 and rising
tonearly £500., so let’s take a closer look at

exactly what you get for your money. P



Next issue

Sigma 18-125mm Sigma 18-200mm
f/3.8-5.6 DC OS HSM f/3.5-6.3 DC OS
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Good build quality and impressive optics are Inexpens
backed up by highly effective image stabilisation range anc

-omes with a petal-shaped lens hood

x Limited telephoto reach, with the smallest zoom Outright image quality is below par and you
range out of the other lenses on test don't get Sigma's adv. d HSM autofocus




Sigma 18-250mm
f/3.5-6.3 DC OS HSM
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JPlusVerdict

Great image quality, handling and stabilisation
and the zoom ring is intuitive for Canon users

x As with the competition, maximum /6.3 is a bit
on the slow side at the telephoto end



Superzoom lenses at a glance
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Model name EF-S 18-125mmDC
18-200mmIS OSHSM

Max aperture /3.5t01/5.6 f/3.5t01/56 f/3.5101/56 f/3.5t0 /6.3 f/3.5t01/6.3 f/35t0i/6.3
Compatible Sensor Small sensor Small I Small sensor Small sensor 3l sensor Small sensor
SLRs (2) @) (2) ) (2) (2)
Effectivezoom  29-216mm 29-320mm 29-200mm 29-400mm 29-320mm 29-432mm
range, 450D
Image Yes (4-stops) Yes (4-stops) Yes (4-stops) Yes (3-stops) Yes (4-stops) MNo No
stabiliser
Max 0.21x 0 0.26x 0.26x 0.29x 0.29x 0.29x
magnification
Minimum 4 35cm 45cm 45cm
focus
Autofocus Micro maotor Micro motor Hypersonic Hypersonic Micro motor Micromotor Micro motor
motor type
Zoom lock No No Yes Yes fes Yes es
switch
Focus N No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
distance scale
Filter size B/mm 72mm B67mm 72mm 72mm
Lens hood EW-73B Included Included
Dimensions 76 74 x89mm 73 % 84mm
Weight 455g 595g 490g 630g 423g 430¢
RRP £700 2320 £560
Target price £385 £485 5235 2285 £3595 £160 £380
Verdict 20% 90% 95% 76%
Compatibility: Small Sensor (1) 10000, 300/350/400/450/5000. 2 '40/500, 70 Small Sensor (2) D30, DE0, 10000, 3 350/800.450/5000, 10/-20/30/40/500, 7T P\
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Optical image stabilisation

is a lifesaver for handheld
telephoto shooting

It's best to apply the

‘zoom lock’ while walking
about with your camera

Superzoom lenses aren't

great for wide-angle
architectural shots
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